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 The purpose of the directions hearing is to work out how we will prepare for and hear the appeal. 
Our legislation requires us to be as simple, quick, inexpensive and informal as we can be while achieving justice. You can read our legislation and information about our processes on our website at: www.acat.act.gov.au.

At the directions hearing we may:

· Talk with you about the decision being appealed

· Work out the questions to be decided

· Decide if the appeal will proceed as a review or as a new hearing

· Discuss whether the appeal should be removed to the Supreme Court

· Make orders about any fresh information for the appeal

· Make orders for you to file submissions or other documents

· Make orders setting the appeal for hearing to be held on another day 
· Decide any application for a stay of the decision being appealed
You, or your authorised representative, must attend the directions hearing. If you or your representative do not attend we may dismiss the appeal application (if you are the appellant) or hear and decide the appeal immediately (if you are the respondent).
You can ask to attend by telephone. To find out how visit our website at: https://www.acat.act.gov.au/what-to-expect/telephone-attendance.
What you should do before the directions hearing
If you are the appellant:
· Request written reasons for the decision
· Think about how the decision is wrong and how any mistakes affected the outcome

· Think about what orders we should make to correct the decision
· Think about if the appeal should be dealt with as a new application or a review of all or part of the original decision
· Think if you want to give further information to the Tribunal for the appeal and how long it will take to prepare

· Check if there are any days you will not be able to attend a hearing

· If you want the appeal removed to the Supreme Court you must ask us within 28 days
If you are the respondent:

· If you also want to appeal the decision you must lodge your appeal within 28 days from the date the decision was made

· Check your contact details on the appeal application and tell us if your contact details have changed (Notice of Contact Details)
· Think about if the decision has any mistakes that affected the outcome

· Think about if we should make orders to correct the decision
· Think about if the appeal should be dealt with as a new application or a review of all or part of the original decision
· Think if you want to give further information to the Tribunal for the appeal and how long it will take to prepare

· Check if there are any days you will not be able to attend a hearing

· If you want the appeal removed to the Supreme Court you must ask us within 28 days
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