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The purpose of the directions hearing is to work out how we will prepare for and conduct the review. 
Our legislation requires us to be as simple, quick, inexpensive and informal as we can be while achieving justice. You can access our legislation and information on processes on our website at: www.acat.act.gov.au.

At the directions hearing we may:

· Talk with you about the decision under review

· Refer the matter for a mediation or conference to be held on another day

· Make orders for you to file witness statements or other documents

· Make orders scheduling the review to be held on another day (final hearing) 
You, or your authorised representative, must attend the directions hearing. If you or your representative do not attend we may dismiss the application (if you are the applicant) or review the decision immediately (if you are the respondent) 
You can ask to attend by telephone. To find out how visit our website at: https://www.acat.act.gov.au/what-to-expect/telephone-attendance.
What you should do before the directions hearing
If you are the applicant:

· You should receive more documents from the respondent within 14 days. Let us know if you don’t get those documents

· Look at the reasons for decision and relevant documents provided by the respondent

· Think about how the decision is wrong, or how it could be made better

· Think about whether you would like to have a mediation or conference

· Think about whether you want to give further information to the Tribunal for the review and how long it will take to prepare

· Check if there are any days you or any witness will not be able to attend a hearing

If you are the respondent:

· Give your contact details in writing (Notice of Contact Details) to the applicant and the Tribunal within 7 days (Rule 127)
· Give each interested person a copy of the application, a copy of rules 128 and 131 and this listing notice within 7 days (Rule 128)

· Give the Tribunal and the applicant reasons for the decision and relevant documents for review of the decision within 14 days (Rules 129 and 130)

· Think about whether you would like to have a mediation or conference

· Think about whether you want to give further information to the Tribunal for the review and how long it will take to prepare

· Check if there are any days you or any witness will not be able to attend a hearing

If you are an interested person:

· Think about whether you are eligible to be joined as a party to these proceedings (section 29 of the ACAT Act applies).

· If you want to be joined as a party, you must apply to us within 14 days of becoming aware of the application for review (Rule 131). More information can be found on our website at:  www.acat.act.gov.au.
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